SYDENHAM STREET
UNITED CHURCH

June 21, 2026
Indigenous Day of Prayer Service
11:00 am

We acknowledge that we live and worship on the traditional lands of
the Anishinaabeg and Haudenosaunee peoples.

This is the day of the summer solstice,

the longest day of the year

and also National Indigenous Peoples Day.

The summer solstice holds deep spiritual and cultural significance for
many Indigenous Peoples,

marking a time of renewal, connection, and celebration.

As we leave this place, let us be inspired to reconcili-action,

to join our Indigenous neighbours celebrating National Indigenous
Peoples Day.




Welcome

As an Affirming ministry,

Sydenham Street United Church is committed to
following the way of Jesus,
seeking justice,
and nurturing inclusive community.

Land Acknowledgement

Introit Blessed Are Those Psalm 32:1-2 Music by Charles Walker
Blessed are those whose offences are forgiven, whose sin has been put away,
Blessed are those to whom God imputes no guilt,

And in whose Spirit there is no deceit, no deceit,

Blessed are those with no deceit.

Blessed, Blessed, Blessed God,

For whoever trusts in God is surrounded in steadfast love.

Call to Worship

Leader: Let us pray together. God, by whatever name we call You, and
however we experience You in our individual lives, we come today
ready to celebrate Your Presence. As we gather together, open our
hearts to notice your voice.

ALL: In the song of birds, in the rustle of leaves, in the warmth of the
sun and the gentle rain.

Leader: In the wisdom of other peoples and cultures.

ALL: In our own longing for connection and Oneness.

Leader: Thank you for this time of prayer, reflection and learning.
ALL: We come ready and grateful to receive Your Word. Amen

Oh, Love that will not let us go...

from Worship resources for National Indigenous Day of Prayer 2026 “Nin-din-
awe-maagan-i-dok” We Are All One Prepared by Rev. Anne Hines Humber
Valley United Church

Hymn MV 135 “Called by Earth and Sky”
Theme Introduction

Anthem “Eagles Wings” Michael Joncas Arr. Douglas E. Wagner
And He will raise you up on eagle's wings,



bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the
palm of His hand.

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in His shadow for life,

Say to the Lord "My refuge, my Rock in whom | trust!"

The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear:
under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness, your shield.

You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day;

though thousands fall about you, near you, it shall not come.

For to His angels He's given a command to guard you in all of your ways;

upon their hands, they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.
And He will raise you up on eagle's wings,

bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun,

and hold you in the palm of His hand, in the palm of His hand.

Prayer for lllumination
Eternal God,
in the reading of the scripture, may your Word be heard;
in the meditations of our hearts, may your Word be known;
and in the music of our lives, may your Word be sung. Amen.

Scripture
Proverbs 8:22-31
God’s Word is a lamp to our feet,
and a light to our path. Amen.

Hymn VU 307 “Touch the Earth Lightly”

Connecting & Contributing
Announcements

Prayer of Dedication
We bring our gifts to you, O God.
Here is the work of our hands,
and here is the love of our hearts.
Accept them and use them,
to bring hope and healing to your world. Amen



Choir Anthem “In this Hour” Heather Sorenson
There's a place | go to rest,

Once again, I've failed the test.

Gentle arms that right my path

Show Your love instead of wrath.

In this hour, this precious hour, | have met Redemption's pow'r.
In this place, this holy place, | have seen amazing grace.

Blistered soul begins to heal, cease to hide that which is real.
Walls I build dissolve away in this hour when | pray.

Then gentle words between us flow.

Yours start easy, mine start slow;

but patiently You listen close, to evr'y burden | disclose.

You help me with the words | can't yet say.

And when | can't quite reach You, You meet me on my way,

And if my heart is silent, You still stay in this hour, when | pray.

In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief.
And so You wait to meet me there, in this special place of prayer;
savour evr'y moment shared, and linger in this hour of prayer.

I'll cast on You my ever'y care, and linger

In This Hour of Prayer.

Reflection
Hymn of Reflection VU 312 “Praise with Joy the Worlds”

Prayers of the People
Prayer of Jesus (sung)
Our Father, our Mother,
loving God in whom is heaven,
may your name be made holy,
may your reign come.
May your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us today the bread we need
and forgive us our debts
as we have forgiven our debtors.
And do not put us to the test
but free us from evil,
for yours is the dominion

and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
Words: United Church of Christ USA, 1995, adapted. Music: Wendy Edey, 2002



Hymn MV 144 “Like a Healing Stream”
Blessing & Sending Forth

Passing the Peace
*)esus greeted his disciples with the word, “Peace.” You are invited to turn to
your neighbour and greet them warmly with words of peace and care.

Cover Art:

The Meeting of the Eagle and the Dove by Mervin Meekis, an artist from
Sandy Lake Reserve who died in 2000, was presented to the 31st
General Council 1986 during the consideration of the Apology to First
Nations. Used with written permission from the United Church of Canada.

Land Acknowledgement by Pat Roebuck



Sydenham Street United Church strives to
follow in the way of Jesus,
seek justice and
nurture inclusive community.

Affirm | Saffirmer
UNITED | ENSEMBLE

*This worship service is a public event livestreamed on YouTube — please be
advised that you may be photographed or videorecorded while in attendance

Thank You for Talents Shared Today:
Rev. Erin Burns
Howard Lopez, Music Director
Vicki Ruthven
Sydenham Street Choir
lan Malcolm, Reader

82 Sydenham St. Kingston ON K7L 3H4
613-542-9616 ext. 202
Email: admin@sydenhamstreet.ca
Web: https://sydenhamstreet.ca/ssucl/
Online Sunday Services: www.youtube.com/user/SydenhamStreet

Thank you for your financial support!

There are many ways to financially contribute to the ministries at

Sydenham Street United Church

¢ Electronic Transfer (eTransfer) givings@sydenhamstreet.ca
* Donate by Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR)

* Donate through CanadaHelps

* Place donation in offering plates at the sanctuary doors

For further information:
https://sydenhamstreet.ca/ssuci/donate/
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