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News and Resources  

Joint Truth and Reconciliation Action Group  

December 2023  

 

 
“If you don't like the news, go out and create some of your own.” - Wes Nisker 

 
Welcome to the December news message from the Joint Truth and Reconciliation 
Action Group (JTRAG). This issue focuses particularly on resources and channels 
you can use “to create some good news of your own”. 
 

1. Lunch and Learn All Our Relations Land Trust Dec 5 12:45 for 1:00 p.m. 

 
All Our Relations Land Trust 
LUNCH AND LEARN, Tuesday, December 5 
Register Now to get the meeting link: Lunch&Learn: All Our Relations–Land Trusts  
 
Our guest speaker, Dr. Kaitlyn Patterson will describe the final stage of making a dream 
come true. Seven years ago, and deeply moved by the recommendations of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action, members of Faith United Church dreamed of 
returning the land on 15 Highway to the Indigenous community.  Kaitlyn will describe one 
of the last big steps – the creation of the All Our Relations Land Trust.  You will want to hear 
how far-reaching this step is going to be, and to celebrate the beginning of opportunities in 
this community, a community that includes more than humans.  A dream becoming reality! 

 
Register now for the December 5 event (see link below). You’ll then receive an email with 
the Zoom link needed to join the meeting. You’ll also get a reminder on the morning of the 
event itself. Share with anyone you feel might be interested and don’t hesitate to contact 
Bill Egnatoff if you have any questions <egnatoff@kingston.net>. 
 
2. First Nations Child and Family Caring Society 

( https://fncaringsociety.com/) 
 

JTRAG makes an annual contribution to FNCFCS. It has been at the forefront of the recent 
agreement with the federal government to compensate First Nations children and families 
who were harmed by discriminatory underfunding of services for Indigenous children and 
those impacted by the federal government's narrow definition of Jordan's Principle. Here’s 
some more background on FNCFCS. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87833044401?pwd=R2FrT2YyMFhLTWdRRnNsV0FrbkY5dz09
mailto:egnatoff@kingston.net
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Our History:  Building on the interest of First Nations child and family services leaders to 
create a national networking organization, the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society 
of Canada (the Caring Society) was developed at the Squamish First Nation in 1998 at a 
national meeting of First Nations child and family service agencies. Meeting delegates 
agreed that a national nonprofit organization was required to provide research, policy, 
professional development and networking to support First Nations child and family service 
agencies in caring for First Nations children, youth and families. An interim board was 
elected and the plan was approved at a second national meeting at Kingsclear First Nation 
in 1999. 

Today: The Caring Society works to ensure the safety and well-being of First Nations youth 
and their families through education initiatives, public policy campaigns and providing 
quality resources to support communities. 
 
Using a reconciliation framework that addresses contemporary hardships for Indigenous 
families in ways that uplift all Canadians, the Caring Society champions culturally based 
equity for First Nations children and their families so that they can grow up safely at home, 
be healthy, achieve their dreams, celebrate their languages and culture and be proud of 
who they are. The Caring Society proudly works with our partners in Canada and around 
the world to promote the rights of Indigenous children. 

3. Statement from the Coalition for the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
 
The statement was released on the 16th anniversary of the United Nations adopting 
the Declaration. “Sixteen years after the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration), much more needs to be done to bring these vital human 
rights standards to life.” Read the full statement: https://QuakerService.ca/UNDeclaration16 
 
4. Righting Relations (https://rightingrelations.org/) 
 
Our Story:  Righting Relations was established in 2015 by the Catherine Donnelly Foundation 
in response to a demonstrated need for improved supports, resources, and opportunities for 
capacity building by educators and organizers for social change. Our work centres around 
Indigenous, immigrant and refugee, and low-income populations - and all of the diversity that 
these groups encompass - and centering lived experiences to guide and define systemic 
transformation is key to our mandate. 
 
Over the past five years, we built three key hubs across the country to create regional 
networks and localized connections that work together to influence change, and in 2020, the 
network formalized as an autonomous organization, Righting Relations Canada. 
 

https://u7342877.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=ketOOriO-2FXzIOjqaPR4THilIT7Kk9ryD5GAHwVwcU1hmg-2FIVhfmWbTG92yWiR7Z-2FK-2FLgk-2Bkj3KCG71lc3547Vw-3D-3DtXpA_XJJEa6C0QWvmCsUFGzXTSJv42mVpV7clS8mr6Mc6ILjpD5nzefSfi0aC7BFHMIPLijmPXBCwgdhve-2B2G8vAyj5C7F1WdTSwede4WwHFwS744C2nc2Oj-2Fgvdv-2BA18nnKyAX3vLzVPsY6mesUXiVJtS2cXwbhM0dg-2FR1TkGscb-2BJgbOnKNnVSoYDD2Whr3NyzdBudtetYxadExD6RCzqECX0yRn008ublhGmxl7DWLRG0iS4jSfecCPOniGMgnbcQLDrPzv3qivLaX-2BA7Kg449E9TtIx-2FuOQ3wI-2FvqFo9CWyWTUXNHtB2dI3PqQoxDsFkfUlfBs7nqdKqHefFG9M62cAORcISJNG-2FhlFOBCnWnT3CXtV-2FXHdcGBO3MNPqEilc9edFObpHRwq1JWgTWxK2RaA-3D-3D
https://u7342877.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=ketOOriO-2FXzIOjqaPR4THilIT7Kk9ryD5GAHwVwcU1hmg-2FIVhfmWbTG92yWiR7Z-2FK-2FLgk-2Bkj3KCG71lc3547Vw-3D-3DtXpA_XJJEa6C0QWvmCsUFGzXTSJv42mVpV7clS8mr6Mc6ILjpD5nzefSfi0aC7BFHMIPLijmPXBCwgdhve-2B2G8vAyj5C7F1WdTSwede4WwHFwS744C2nc2Oj-2Fgvdv-2BA18nnKyAX3vLzVPsY6mesUXiVJtS2cXwbhM0dg-2FR1TkGscb-2BJgbOnKNnVSoYDD2Whr3NyzdBudtetYxadExD6RCzqECX0yRn008ublhGmxl7DWLRG0iS4jSfecCPOniGMgnbcQLDrPzv3qivLaX-2BA7Kg449E9TtIx-2FuOQ3wI-2FvqFo9CWyWTUXNHtB2dI3PqQoxDsFkfUlfBs7nqdKqHefFG9M62cAORcISJNG-2FhlFOBCnWnT3CXtV-2FXHdcGBO3MNPqEilc9edFObpHRwq1JWgTWxK2RaA-3D-3D
https://u7342877.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=ketOOriO-2FXzIOjqaPR4THilIT7Kk9ryD5GAHwVwcU1gaZu0c97NTKl8BpC9fOJDrL5n2kpjdf2XQsTJTj6y30w-3D-3D--0Z_XJJEa6C0QWvmCsUFGzXTSJv42mVpV7clS8mr6Mc6ILjpD5nzefSfi0aC7BFHMIPLijmPXBCwgdhve-2B2G8vAyj5C7F1WdTSwede4WwHFwS744C2nc2Oj-2Fgvdv-2BA18nnKyAX3vLzVPsY6mesUXiVJtS2cXwbhM0dg-2FR1TkGscb-2BJgbOnKNnVSoYDD2Whr3NyzdBudtetYxadExD6RCzqECX0yRn008ublhGmxl7DWLRG0iS4jSfecCPOniGMgnbcQLcK-2BmRZqoYQgWUxeiETC9e-2BqZrcktRqzwJegg3k2U4qr-2B1eZVKiQY85lVkDBByzkpPiG7lgmaz0HhM1lz8Yz2lcOln-2BE-2BlX-2BZsBCYbW1PG0mRuRWwWO-2BGQBl8KvyT7R8l7hjaYMdi62pfq8IaRgMMBA-3D-3D
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Our Oath to Turtle Island:  In recognition of the importance of acknowledging that we gather 
on stolen land, Righting Relations has collaboratively developed an Oath to Turtle Island that 
outlines our commitment to this land and the peoples who have been its caretakers and 
defenders for generations. 
 

5. True North Aid | Fall Updates (info@truenorthaid.ca) 

 
Check out the True North Aid fall update below and let us know what you think of their work. 
In what ways does TNA’s work advance truth and reconciliation? What else do we need to be 
doing?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

 

   

Project Highlights 
  

Back-To-School 2023 
 
Thank you to everyone who made a donation or 
collected supplies for this year's "Back-to-School 
Drive," prioritizing Indigenous students' education 
and making it our biggest year yet. 
True North Aid was able to deliver more 
backpacks with school supplies than ever before - 
2,500 went out to 12 communities across 
northern Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. 
The demand for this support continues to grow 
over time, so please keep us in mind for next 
year's drive! 
Check out our Outreach Manager, Amanda 
Amesse, on APTN talking about the program here! 

 

 

 

  

 

mailto:info@truenorthaid.ca
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2p3594wDOD9Bvoh3e8klt2mXbyiy3n7hu557AJQFPs7XR-DFdbiZ37CDDuX0tG76pOUWpUt3jehsVpxzvLjsJWZ1vDsyz0Gjzq7WJOXzl9kYPLymVqJUnXM=&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2gkHT86evzmdh2TJRSNIBxlB75rRLtqbB5iFMv5ewPxHx5s0uQoVFJVPE7nhz_T4BYBiLmp8bYCqJYXt6EyGU2el1E9tkjZ0cemi8on_UXsPlFx4iiuJcguunH0CU--gtKpf1pNAsFBE2q4WjIawaNKN5AORMvcgVA==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2ssIHosTff8JSmXoKQHQhmUB8oGfOe2cgJuRZUeUjY08R34FXEIjYBHIEztX73mhmuzfao6-pDOZJ1JnXPH_2lr0Ibl4Q5dRBA==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2p2MNVDt_QUlryeZFm26ix7JrvYzaH-tDOx_UE7GyWo4ZTZFNv1e5EfFpvAesg-xem20VYpfzQu6lL2x84eEaPvL6Ezdq6bzmw==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
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Rollup for The North Wraps Up 
 
True North Aid's Annual Rollup for the 
North program delivered 23 pallets of 
wheelchairs to the most northern communities 
of Manitoba, with 105 more being prepared to 
ship in the near future. Thank you to all who 
contributed towards the gift of mobility! 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

All Nations Paddles Up Completes Their 
Annual Tribal Journey 

 

 

 

 

 

For the second year in a row, True North Aid was proud to support a special cultural 
reclamation program, All Nations Paddles Up, for their annual tribal journey along the 

Pacific coasts of British Columbia and Washington State. Youth engaged in ancient 
nation-to-nation protocol, instilling a sense of pride and purpose throughout their 

travels. 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2p2MNVDt_QUlXwompzuoGNqdzbWkbHenDggn-a8tXe_QJHLfDbrYqG-LxWj9gWPDh3O-P_ZOBSnnDseJJohMHBdL9QAE3gG-luxulS_ZvKc6hMtcK62y9kIDQ9ks4YfYTA==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2p2MNVDt_QUlXwompzuoGNqdzbWkbHenDggn-a8tXe_QJHLfDbrYqG-LxWj9gWPDh3O-P_ZOBSnnDseJJohMHBdL9QAE3gG-luxulS_ZvKc6hMtcK62y9kIDQ9ks4YfYTA==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2iWO3jkUcs8x3_4dJfqVPx85CPSiQHg4RUZtR3AcsnfxYuOGSoUwLievG_Ps6LVqOBgZVJCtg8tDXadJ0_ZqPcENiEdPyNErejiQm-v8eudH&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2iWO3jkUcs8x3_4dJfqVPx85CPSiQHg4RUZtR3AcsnfxYuOGSoUwLievG_Ps6LVqOBgZVJCtg8tDXadJ0_ZqPcENiEdPyNErejiQm-v8eudH&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
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From Jodi and Michelle, coordinators for All Nations Paddles Up: 
“Following the training day, as the canoes depart for the first community that will 

welcome us, it is amazing to watch the progress of each participant as they become 
more self-aware, more connected to the others they are travelling with, and more 

engaged with everyone. There is a tremendous sense of accomplishment and pride as 
we [were] called to shore by the host nation - there is nothing more rewarding than 

hearing these young pullers recount the day to those standing waiting for our arrival. It 
is truly amazing.” 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This past summer, True North Aid was so excited to support Wabasca-Desmarais in 
northern Alberta with their “Reconnecting Our Spirit” Events, bringing people together 
through cultural teachings and workshops. This also included supporting Indigenous 
youth in partaking in N’we Jinan workshops, where youth wrote and recorded their 
own song, and then were featured in a music video for it. Watch the video above! 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2gkHT86evzmdU5kduw474ICysbD8zyUsvdSd1QuY5PhXG70sMBRN2KhLQ5RJREkdBQqg4josp2d5eVZ4E7EIUlPc4CbzBJWu6ZXT2FM6Sb8lCSBb27od7qtf-QOdQ_F8QQ==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2gkHT86evzmdQJNE7HlxNDW39qTLrazVBCupRF5gCmAIPNzxU9ow2HmMyKy66RppAmUlxyhDzVU3xJ-c0Hr1BN8=&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2gkHT86evzmdwoWeNtXmIlIlXuAl7nkjSYFz-JyBxpdKFTOFFDPhILuWg2X7VhVwqj9iAjsNn_Q2tbIM6c-0YoKP2Mc1HKFE0NLPg_p0tZTo8poNc7vmHzQT0kem_-11n9DFeealg56RsuS2-PlUBBU1EQ2vLdAbSQ==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
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Upcoming Projects 
  

 
Winter Clothing Shipments 

True North Aid is preparing shipments of over 800 winter coats with accessories to 
remote communities across Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Nunavut and Ontario 

this month. Thank you to Brador Fabrics and Capital Movers, 
along with community champions who will make this possible!  

 
Aandije - Chicken Coops Program 

We are always thrilled to announce food security projects that promote self-
determination. Working with Treaty #3 and the Anishinaabeg of Kabapikotawangag 

Resource Council, True North Aid is providing support to communities to begin 
building and taking care of their own flocks of egg-laying chickens. We look forward to 

sharing with you in the future the lasting, positive impact this will have on the 
communities that can take advantage of this resource. 

Are you living in a remote community and have an idea or project that you'd like to 
start or support? Reach out to our Outreach Manager, Amanda Amesse, by email 

at amanda@truenorthaid.ca or fill out this form. 
 

Upcoming True North Aid Events 
  

  

 

 

Tuesday Evenings starting January 9th, 2024 
at 7pm EST (virtual) 

 
True North Aid will host our Settler Discussion Series once a 
week for four weeks beginning Tuesday, January 9th. 
In 4 parts we present the truth about Canada’s historical and 
current relationship between non-Indigenous and 
Indigenous people by addressing the topics of Privilege, 
Land, Residential Schools, and Allyship in a factual way. Each 
session is approx. 1 – 1.5 hours long. Learn more/Register 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2mcWqQI-DhDW6W-pacm3BZ6kjONoxFHaNwWyr4w9JObBxUMQlS6mkVQSrqu0yV9MY7TUhHTVqwFy2ebgM-qDH_16LNVkQyGNkw==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2mcWqQI-DhDW6W-pacm3BZ6kjONoxFHaNwWyr4w9JObBxUMQlS6mkVQSrqu0yV9MY7TUhHTVqwFy2ebgM-qDH_16LNVkQyGNkw==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
mailto:amanda@truenorthaid.ca
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2iWO3jkUcs8xU7m52qGILj-tiqeztjBbHPfvnfBgCpLXz0T-hvky5rJ_6kIlCqZsIUndOfwTS7yp0Dq3rgQVMDJYDHICyJX70d8KKzVNpYsfhFIUzGi-AZg=&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2qWvsUc8AJcbAUtMaLszExcDdwvbwC7uir1gFCT8LoTrQSTonfbZT4kmtR1NWKbC-P7lGgJdvwkYDtgaAZCm_syMTmkl0To0Y4FZcKl4kQ3gY4HBJ2n5FXU=&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
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Northern Reads Literary Event Returns in 2024! 
 
We are excited to enter our 4th Annual Northern 
Reads literacy event, partnering with GoodMinds book 
wholesaler for the second year! Once again, Canadians will 
be called upon to satisfy the book wish list of a northern and 
remote community literacy program by purchasing a gift 
card via GoodMinds and donating it back to True North Aid. 
And get ready to attend our virtual Indigenous Authors 
Series that runs one evening each week in February! 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Good Ally Program Spotlight 
  

Good Ally Program (GAP) is designed to encourage meaningful collaboration between 
True North Aid and like-minded Canadians who desire to 

move forward together in a spirit of reconciliation. 
Good Ally partners put learning into action by volunteering with our organization as 

opportunities become available and/or fundraise toward practical humanitarian 
initiatives that bring attention to the good work of True North Aid. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Reconciliation Walk 2023 Volunteers 
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Volunteers gather to hear from Cidalia, a member of Mississaugas of the Credit First 
Nation at Kortright Centre for Conservation, Vaughn, ON, September 29th. 

  

 

 

"What an amazing day today! As a volunteer I thoroughly enjoyed today’s event. 
I loved working with the other volunteers. Thank you for this opportunity. 

The feedback I got from people who experienced the walk was exactly what I 
expected – they were moved, they learned a lot, it was impactful, it made them 
want to pursue more information. People said it was very well done and were 
thankful for the experience. I continue to be impressed with True North Aids’ 

education opportunities around Reconciliation and I promote it in the 
communities/organizations that I am apart of. Thank you for the work you are 

doing." Denise - Reconciliation Walk Volunteer 2023 
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True North Aid is incredibly grateful to the 60+ 
volunteers who volunteered in a variety of 
capacities at this year's Reconciliation Walk on 
September 29 & 30 in honour of Orange Shirt 
Day and the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation. 
 
Originating in Kingston, ON, this year the Walk 
was also hosted in Vaughn, ON at the Kortright 
Centre for Conservation, and in Waterloo, ON 
at Laurel Creek Nature Centre. The Walk was 
featured on local municipal media platforms 
inviting community participation. (See article 
below.) 
 
Encouraged by Indigenous voices who call all 
Canadians to commit to self-educate, this 
annual rain or shine event seeks to tell the 
truth about the legacy of the residential school 
system in Canada. 
 
We are looking to expand this event to more 
parts of the country. Would you commit to 
hosting the Reconciliation Walk in your 
community next year? Email Katie 
at gap@truenorthaid.ca for more 
information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:gap@truenorthaid.ca
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True North Aid in the News 
  

  

 

'Education is the first step': True North Reconciliation Walk comes to Waterloo 

The True North Reconciliation Walk gave locals a chance to reflect and remember in a 
tranquil environment. 

 

   

 

For over 11 years, True North Aid has been collaborating with northern and remote 
Indigenous communities who reach out to us to support their goals and priorities.  

This #GivingTuesday, we are kicking off our Holiday Campaign and invite you to Set It 
In Stone - your opportunity to make a commitment to Indigenous self-determination 
and community-led work by making a donation to True North Aid’s General Fund. Be 

a part of the world's largest generosity movement on November 28th! 
  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2gkHT86evzmdWwLgL88PBZEoWfmpchhJwxFdoaU-BxYTPP46WaGcIma3xKOGVajeL6kLSvS8jq9W9Hfod6z-sHaWqPQAruqns8h0jGuEl24Dt5PSzZcV4HrRPXgGiav2KeERyhw0Aebz&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2gkHT86evzmdMYPe6NdXIts2VMuusFVjKVerawYr_xkTDl7qnBbt8Q5hF0FXEh4oec63JNwM-_2On6kF19AGRkFBcw0AovVAQYjy1V28wH43X71fSMGrROtEnrJI7naexcgYj4uhGa05boocDVg45cLcntZWNQomq6K3qwOxmXFJBxsFeoYRIwSNylQetC2kG8Ec5JccFvKFfmnfYuQY1Gw=&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2gkHT86evzmdWwLgL88PBZEoWfmpchhJwxFdoaU-BxYTPP46WaGcIma3xKOGVajeL6kLSvS8jq9W9Hfod6z-sHaWqPQAruqns8h0jGuEl24Dt5PSzZcV4HrRPXgGiav2KeERyhw0Aebz&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
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For Donor Relations and Corporate Partnership inquiries, please reach out to 
Christine in Regina, SK at christine@truenorthaid.ca 

or call 306-517-2431. 
 

 

Email | info@truenorthaid.ca 
Website | www.truenorthaid.ca 
Phone | 1-226-444-3385 

 

 
Connect with us 

       

  
 

 

 

True North Aid | PO Box 37023, Kitchener, ON N2A 4A7 Canada 
 

      

 

6. JTRAG Facts 
 
As regular readers, we thought you might like to know a bit more about the Joint Truth and 
Reconciliation Action Group (JTRAG). Here are some key facts: 
 
• Started in 2017 
• Three member congregations (Sydenham Street, Chalmers, Faith). 
• Two partnering congregations (Edith Rankin and St Mark’s Lutheran). 
• We welcome new individuals and congregations to join. 
• 32 programs since inception. 
• 250-300 people engaged annually. 
• Monthly self-education sessions for members. 
• Free lending library with 100 volumes. 
• E-News and Resources published 6 times a year since 2021. 
• Financial support annually to Walking the Path of Peace and First Nations Child and 

Family Society. 
 

7. A Reflection Journal by Kip Ip  

 
Kip Ip, an immigrant to Canada and a member of Sydenham Street United Church offers this 
reflection on the Indian Residential School system. He invites your comments and feedback. 

 

mailto:christine@truenorthaid.ca
tel:306-517-2431
tel:306-517-2431
mailto:info@truenorthaid.ca
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2vXcKWj-3FADstoEAwCzvZwmC4Za5PK6ds9ZYEpwkc_lM7WJMhkWt9-cawhoA56tW0Oedut8tfnfF6W9SP3JtXf-3oToc7dOjw==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2vXcKWj-3FADstoEAwCzvZwmC4Za5PK6ds9ZYEpwkc_lM7WJMhkWt9-cawhoA56tW0Oedut8tfnfF6W9SP3JtXf-3oToc7dOjw==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
tel:12264443385
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2ssIHosTff8JSmXoKQHQhmUB8oGfOe2cgJuRZUeUjY08R34FXEIjYBHIEztX73mhmuzfao6-pDOZJ1JnXPH_2lr0Ibl4Q5dRBA==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2p2MNVDt_QUlT-MaYjH9n8xNJH80KSLT3klGfW41uVAG6ChEps2ddFMUrjdCsZFQraRkENdqnxAT3Loy6reFNOwTGFQhD8sHH6AVlIFnskCJ&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2p2MNVDt_QUlTlPJwuioHLAlwSBvRcfLQv_5b8X2pQt7IZPsQ0ZCeUWj7YIhl3Du7bCZPTF4kzthT042UQoNZuR3suZjX38dB5mhqJlPSSjn&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2p2MNVDt_QUlV27ELMldO8pdAZmQad_jmZ4MMXujQIJdv8_c64iyD02015FDEzo2__RNneRQDOYRezx9HILizZnNGlVqNGQ0eKRyaFVm9EAG3rtobUqA1KU=&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018PdIPeXfLUoSPXnojeyq1C6MO8BAKlrnTrQhIVgyYwkgNNaYkwZd2n_CjJQQdPrFnS8RTYh5oCatJPExDaenJzaKMXf1eVgncfZLf5oOzYM3JVpk5m-GtfwSOt4Xx6zWmW4CXuq4iNHNMQNc3olodliwqdtQA98fRJchgLbHEa6sDVzgAywjNQ==&c=HdmpzTlZFZh7QNCXfwONuQJeO43Dltz7Y7o0eJgwOwW1b_37ifpAyQ==&ch=GY8u5cjjWOnS5enZ73y2iVomSFPyFXdtvdCinzSzRIK1iYVVIOvpsQ==
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Introduction: The Indian Residential School system in Canada is a significant chapter in the 
nation’s history, leaving deep scars on Indigenous communities. This reflective journal aims to 
explore this complex issue, shedding light on its historical context, the policies that governed 
these institutions, and the profound social and cultural impacts they had. As someone deeply 
moved by this topic, I will also share my reflections and insights. The journal concludes with a 
discussion on contemporary challenges, lessons learned, and recommendations for fostering a 
more equitable future. 
 

Historical Background: The Indian Residential School system was established in the early 19th 
century as a collaborative effort between the Canadian government and Christian churches. 
The objective was to assimilate Indigenous children into mainstream Euro-Canadian culture. 
The Mohawk Institute Residential School in Brantford, Ontario, serves as a poignant example 
of these institutions, having operated from 1828 until 1970. 
 

Reasons for Enforced Indigenous Assimilation: The enforced assimilation of Indigenous peoples 
was driven by the belief that Euro-Canadian culture was superior and that Indigenous cultures 
were obstacles to progress. This belief was deeply rooted in colonial attitudes and was used to 
justify policies that aimed to eradicate Indigenous cultural identities, traditions, languages, and 
beliefs. 
 

Mechanism for Assimilation: The Role of Residential Schools: Residential schools were seen as 
an effective tool for achieving this objective. By isolating Indigenous children from their 
families and cultural environments, these institutions could more effectively indoctrinate them 
into Euro-Canadian and Christian ways of life. 
 
Involvement of Catholic Organizations: Roman Catholic missionary organizations ran the 
majority of these schools. These organizations saw their mission as educational and religious 
conversion, further solidifying the children’s detachment from their original cultures. 
 

Policies and Practices: The policies governing these schools were intentionally designed to 
dismantle Indigenous cultures. Children were forcibly removed from their families and placed 
into these institutions, often for the entire year. The curriculum focused on Euro-Canadian 
values and Christianity, while discipline measures were often severe and dehumanizing. 
 

Social and Cultural Impact: The Residential School system has had far-reaching effects on 
Indigenous communities. It led to the systematic destruction of Indigenous languages, spiritual 
practices, and social ties. This has resulted in enduring issues such as broken families, loss of 
cultural identity, and trauma that affects multiple generations. The impact of these schools 
goes beyond poor education; they have caused significant harm to Indigenous communities. 
 



 

Page 13 of 14 

Failure of Canadian Assimilation Policies: Despite the harsh enforcement of assimilation 
policies, they were met with steadfast resistance from Indigenous communities. These policies 
failed in their primary objectives and left a painful legacy that continues to resonate today. The 
failure of these policies underscores the resilience of Indigenous cultures and the detrimental 
effects of forced assimilation. 
 

Transition to Indigenous Self-Determination: Since the late 1960s, Canada has started to change 
its approach from forced assimilation towards fostering self-determination among Indigenous 
communities. This shift represents a significant step towards recognizing the rights and 
autonomy of Indigenous peoples. However, the historical trauma inflicted by past policies 
continues to affect present and future generations. 
 
Personal Reflections: Learning about the Residential School system has been a deeply moving 
experience for me. It has not only altered my perception of Canadian history but also 
highlighted the urgent need for societal reform to address past injustices. This knowledge has 
ignited a desire within me to educate myself and others about this important issue. 
 

Contemporary Challenges: The effects of the Residential School system are still being felt today. 
Ongoing debates exist about reparations, legal accountability, and how best to address the 
historical injustices inflicted upon Indigenous communities. Institutions like the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada play a crucial role in keeping these issues at the 
forefront of national consciousness. 
 
Efforts towards reconciliation involve various initiatives, such as Truth and Reconciliation 
Day. These efforts aim to bridge the divide between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Canadians.However, true reconciliation is a complex process that requires continuous effort 
from all stakeholders involved. 
 

Lessons to Be Learned: The Residential School system serves as a stark reminder of the 
devastating impact of cultural insensitivity and forced assimilation. Recognizing these past 
wrongs is vital for collective healing and building a more inclusive future. The lessons learned 
from this history can guide us in avoiding similar mistakes in the future. 
 

Conclusion: In conclusion, the Indian Residential School system has had a deeply troubling 
impact on Indigenous communities in Canada. Recognizing and understanding this history is a 
prerequisite for fostering empathy, justice, and meaningful reconciliation. 
 
Recommendations for Future Actions 
 

1. Indigenous communities are disproportionately affected by systemic inequalities. These 
inequalities need to be acknowledged and addressed in order to ensure equal 
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opportunities for all. 
 

2. Systemic racism is a pervasive issue faced by Indigenous populations. A comprehensive 
strategy at the national level is needed to actively challenge and combat this form of 
discrimination. 

3. The justice system plays a significant role in perpetuating systemic racism. Substantial 
changes within this system are necessary to proactively counter systemic racism and 
promote justice for Indigenous communities. 

4. Poverty is a pressing issue that disproportionately affects Indigenous communities. 
Strategies such as implementing a guaranteed basic income can help reduce poverty and 
improve the quality of life for these communities. 

5. Full compliance with legal frameworks like Jordan’s Principle and the Calls to Action from 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission is crucial. 

• Jordan’s Principle ensures that all First Nations children living in Canada can access the 
products, services, and support they need when they need them. It is a child-first 
principle used in public policy and administration in Canada. It is designed to address 
gaps in government-funded services and discrimination that can result in delay, 
disruption, or denial of services to First Nations children. 

• The TRC makes 94 calls to action. These calls to action speak to all sectors of Canadian 
society. They aim to redress the legacy of residential schools and advance the process of 
Canadian reconciliation. 
 

By incorporating these lessons into our actions moving forward, we can work towards creating 
a more equitable future for all Canadians. REFERENCES1 
 

 
Comments/Suggestions 

We especially welcome stories, personal reflections and/or resources to 
share. Please send your ideas and feedback to Michael Cooke at 

mcooke253@gmail.com. 
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