
Sunday, January 30 

“Seeking Justice” Worship Series: Walking the Path of Peace Together 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Acknowledging the Land 
 
Centering Music 
 
Call to Worship 
We gather together 
as grateful people seeking Christ’s Word made new 
for this time and this place.  

We gather together 
to do all we can to live the Creator’s intention 
of community of right relations, 
of community of peace. 

We gather together 
ready to act as the Spirit guides us. 
With our seeking, our living, our acting, 
we worship God. 

―Right Rev. Richard Bott, inspired by a prayer by Hallett Llewellyn (Rev. Dr.) 

Hymn  VU 312 “Praise with Joy the World’s Creator”  
 
Opening Prayer 

from “Living on the Path of Respect: A Worship Service on the Repudiation of the 
Doctrine of Discovery,” The United Church of Canada  

 



 
Scripture & Reflection   Psalm 95, VU 814, part 1 
 
Hymn VU 299 “Teach Me, God, to Wonder”  
 
Message   “Walking the Path of Peace Together”  
 
Special Music 
 

Dedicating the Reconciliation Library 
 
Dedicating our Offering in Song & Prayer  

VU 542, “We Give You But Your Own” 
We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be; 
all that we have is yours alone, we give it gratefully. 
 
Offering Prayer  
 
Creator God, we ask you to bless these gifts, which have been given in love. May 
our gifts be used in many ways to build good relations. May your will be done 
through these gifts and through us and in spite of ourselves. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People 

from “Living on the Path of Respect: A Worship Service on the Repudiation of the 
Doctrine of Discovery,” The United Church of Canada  

 

Creator God, Holy Friend, 
We are humbled in gratitude for this amazing gift of your creation, and for the 
teachings of Indigenous siblings and cousins that reconnect us to the land, water, 
sky, and creatures of all kinds. The wisdom of your creation’s balance and 
harmony is astounding, and we pray that such wisdom will both unite and enliven 
us even more, given that we are all latecomers to this amazing Earth.  

All: Creator God, in thanksgiving inspire us. With your Spirit nurture an attitude 
of gratitude for all your gifts, and for the wisdom of the Indigenous perspective 
toward creation.  

One: Creator God, Holy Friend, 



We are humbled in repentance for the arrogance of Western European churches 
that turned things around in history, our ancestors making your image in theirs 
rather than their image in yours. We acknowledge that this distorted image was 
used to dehumanize others, to conquer nations, and to forcefully expropriate land 
and resources in your name.  

All: Creator God, in your mercy forgive us. With your Spirit lead us to see your 
face in all humanity, and your spirit of love in all of creation.  

One: Creator God, Holy Friend, 
We are humbled in lament and sorrow for the Christian church coming to this 
land armed with the Doctrine of Discovery to confiscate land and to annihilate 
and dehumanize our Indigenous hosts. Pour your love into our hearts so that we 
might build right relations of mutuality, equity, and respect and be responsible 
keepers of the lands and waters.  

All: Creator God, in your grace transform us. With your Spirit guide us in living 
out right relations with all people based on respect and equal rights.  

One: Creator God, Holy Friend, 
We are humbled in seeking healing for our churches as we move from a legacy of 
colonization and domination to creating a new history built on right relations and 
gracious mutual habitation on these lands. For the harm committed in your name 
against all the First Peoples of the land we are sorry. Despite inflicting such pain, 
we are aware of so much grace returned toward we who are settlers, as well as 
the great resilience among Indigenous Peoples themselves, as we share the hope 
of reconciliation.  

All: Creator God, in your wisdom heal us. With your Spirit heal us and 
strengthen us to be agents of wholeness and wellness with all nations and 
peoples.  

One: Creator God, Holy Friend, 
We are humbled in our need for encouragement within the Christian churches 
who repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery, that our repentance may go beyond 
words to actions of solidarity and justice. For this we ask for your mercy and 
wisdom and courage, both to change all doctrines that promote hate and violence 
by our presumed superiority, and to take up the way of humility, compassion, and 
caring.  



All: Creator God, in your hope give us courage. With your Spirit may we change 
the churches to live in harmony with all creation and be agents of care for all 
humanity.  

One: Creator God, Holy Friend, 
We are humbled as we pray for ourselves and for all Christian churches around 
the world, that we may faithfully follow the life of Jesus, the Nazarene who 
showed us the good path of justice, reconciliation, and peace-building. It is the 
way of life he represented, based on providing for the common good and the 
sharing of all your Earth’s resources that will enable us, together, to re- create 
your loving and compassionate empowerment on Earth.  

All: Creator God, in your love give us faith and new life. With your Spirit help us 
to be co-creators of a world of justice and peace. Amen.  

 
Hymn  VU 307 “Touch the Earth Lightly” 
 
Blessing 
 
Postlude 
 


