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                                                                                                                           March, 2021                                 

Friends of Sydenham Street United Church, 

 

Our Building Needs Your Help 

 

As most of us have now become aware, there are several significant repairs to our building that need to 

be carried out this year: 

ROOF: The cedar-shake roof over the main building has been leaking in several areas and must 

be replaced, before we experience significant interior damage. After much research, it 

has been decided to go with a quality, alternate product called Enviroshakes. It has a 

long lifespan and has been accepted by the City for another Kingston heritage building. 

A local contractor has submitted a quote of $150,000 for materials and installation. In our 

planning we have added $50,000 to cover contingencies such as ventilation, unforeseen 

repairs and expert advice. 

BOILER: Just recently, Toshack Plumbing informed us that our steam boiler had developed leaks. 

Replacement of those sections of the boiler not replaced during the repairs of 5 years 

ago was now required. The estimated cost was $42,000. The Executive Committee 

authorized these essential repairs to proceed and the work is now complete. 

 

Friends of The Spire Inc. is leading the campaign to address these expenses of almost $250,000. The 

intent is to prevent the need to draw on the SSUC Endowment Fund. Rather, Friends of The Spire 

(FOS) plan to raise these capital funds through a variety of proven approaches, including: 

• Already FOS are off to a good start – having received funds amounting to $51,000, from the 

2020 OAS “windfall” contributions, plus a recent, generous donation. 

• Local foundations and estates are being contacted to donate. 

• Members of the SSUC Congregation are being approached to assist, with the possibility to 

spread out instalments over as much as 5 years. 

• FOS is also offering “shingles for sale” online to the community, as another way of supporting 

the campaign. 

• In order to be able to commit to the contractor soon, so the work can start this summer, we 

anticipate the need for bridging funds. As well, these funds would help accommodate the staged 
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donations. A capital loan of $125,000, at a favorable rate, is being sought by SSUC through the 

Toronto United Church Council.  

 

Members of Sydenham Street United Church donated generously to our 2016 campaign and that was 

greatly appreciated. An amazing $700,000 was raised from within. It was a huge gift and expression of 

confidence for our vision, which has since shown the potential to flourish. 

Over the past 5 years we have had wonderful success, surpassing $1M in overall funding. These 

investments have made our building fully accessible, with upgraded facilities.  

It is notable that in 2019, the year prior to the pandemic, The Spire had achieved a level of rental 

income that would have seen the building operation break even in the next three years. Furthermore, 

we have been able to retain the arts performance groups who will once again use The Spire for 

concerts, post COVID. It is evident that we are on a solid footing for future success. 

 

For those who are able to help once more, please consider making a contribution, of any size, to assist 

in attaining the goal of $250,000.  

It is also possible to make a pledge with annual instalments over as much as 5 years. 

Ways You Can Help 

1. Write a cheque to “Friends of The Spire Inc.” and mail it to Friends of The Spire,  

82 Sydenham St., K7L 3H4 

2. Send an e-transfer through your online banking via  thespirekingston@gmail.com 
 

3. For further options, including scheduled donations and donating securities, please check the FOS 

website: https://www.thespirekingston.org/support/ 

Income tax receipts will be provided for donations – Friends of The Spire Inc. is a registered, Canadian 
charitable organization. 
 

These repairs are important, BUT our foremost need is for SSUC to be able to continue its 

mission. It is essential to maintain our regular givings upon which this vital quest depends. 

 

Thank you for your consideration in helping us with this important request. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Ian Malcolm         
Chair          
Executive Committee        
Sydenham Street United Church      
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