NEW—Joint Truth and Reconcilia on Ac on Group (JTRAG)

A number of interested people from Sydenham St and Chalmers United Churches have been
mee ng regularly since November to consider our collec ve responses to the Report of the
Truth and Reconcilia on Commission. You will recall that the Commission, chaired by now
Senator Murray Sinclair, found that Canada had a empted cultural genocide in its treatment of
First Na ons People. Canadian churches, including the United Church of Canada and its pre1925 predecessors played a role in this policy by opera ng residen al schools. The United
Church of Canada issued a formal apology for its part in 1986 and again in 1998. For more
informa on, see h p://www.united-church.ca/social-ac on/jus ce-ini a ves/apologies
There is much more to do. Senator Sinclair has called speciﬁcally on church par es to the
Se lement Agreement to develop educa on strategies to ensure learning about the church’s
role in coloniza on, the history and legacy of residen al schools and what the apologies were
necessary (Call to Ac on 59)
To date, the group hosted the KAIROS blanket exercise for church members in January and will
oﬀer this interac ve narra ve on the rela onship between Canada’s First Peoples and
Europeans across 500 years of history on consecu ve Sundays in June--on June 11th during
worship at Chalmers and on June 18th in City Park, with St. James Anglican Church. We are
looking to establish lending libraries on Indigenous history and culture, our rela onship across
me, and reconcilia on at each of our churches. On Saturday, June 10th, Mary-Stewart Ross
(CUC), who chairs this group with Lynn Freeman (SSUC) organized a concert with proceeds
beneﬁ ng the Ontario Na ve Women’s Associa on Indigenous Food Project.
Over the coming months, we will be exploring opportuni es to connect with others in Kingston
who share our interest to aﬀect change in our rela onship with First Na ons people and
advance reconcilia on. We will also be looking at new opportuni es to educate ourselves and
others in our congrega ons on these issues.
A new website (h ps://sites.google.com/site/jtragkingston/home) provides informa on on our
group ac vi es and a calendar on coming events in the area that may be of interest. Please feel
free to contact Lynn lynn.freeman@queensu.ca or Mary Stewart marystewartross@gmail.com
if you have ques ons or sugges ons. Please also watch for further invita ons to join in the path
to reconcilia on.

